SUMMARY A prospective study was performed on 35 patients undergoing colonoscopy. Aerobic and anaerobic blood cultures before, during and after the investigation failed to demonstrate bacteraemia in any instance.
Transient bacteraemia has been reported after a variety of procedures which produce minor trauma to mucosal surfaces that harbour large numbers of bacteria (Sullivan et al., 1972; Berry et al., 1973; McCloskey et al., 1973; Berger et al., 1974; Shull et al., 1975) . Le Frock et al. (1975) have described its occurrence after sigmoidoscopy (1973) and barium enema examination. A study was performed to determine the risk of bacteraemia with colonoscopy.
Methods
The survey was performed on 35 consecutive patients referred for colonoscopy. None 
